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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON M.J. CRIDDLE (Agricultural - Minister for Transport) [11.14 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 
Nurses – Adjournment Debate 

HON TOM HELM (Mining and Pastoral) [11.14 pm]:  I bring to the attention of the House a matter that was 
brought to my attention yesterday when I was in Kalgoorlie.  I do so for a number of reasons that will become 
apparent as I proceed with my contribution.  Yesterday, a friend, associate and colleague of mine, Dianne Mills, 
was walking down Hannan Street when she was stopped by a student enrolled nurse, who asked for a 
contribution to a fundraising program that was primarily designed to facilitate travel from Kalgoorlie to Perth for 
the purpose of attending a mental health course at one of the hospitals here, which was part of the curriculum for 
student enrolled nurses.  

The student nurses must pay their own fare to get to Perth from Kalgoorlie, and when they are here they must 
find their own accommodation and food.  One of the students has no income, while others live off student grants.  
As someone who brags about the time he spends in rural and regional Western Australia and in representing that 
area, that concerns me.  We always hear that the health services are suffering.  It has been suggested that one of 
the reasons is that we have not been able to attract professionals to the bush and into rural and regional areas to 
provide the health care we think we deserve.  I congratulate this Government and the Australian Medical 
Association for doing something to provide doctors in the more remote areas of our State.  However, I have not 
heard of any such initiatives for nursing staff.  We read in the newspaper that agency nurses are in short supply 
even in the city and that we are losing our professional nurses overseas hand over fist.  British nurses used to 
come to Australia because of the prospect of better wages and conditions.  Now, we are losing Australian nurses 
overseas, and they are not being replaced. 

I spoke with one of the student nurses at length, who advised me that this is the case.  What is worse is that she 
must pay between $500 and $600 a semester to train to be an enrolled nurse and about $800 or $900 for the 
books she will need to pass the course.  I asked what sort of assistance she and the other students receive, and 
she told me there is none.  Some of the other student nurses are killing themselves by working during morning 
breaks or doing double shifts at supermarkets, restaurants and cafes to earn the money to feed their families and 
pay for their tuition.  This is crazy.  I understand that of the 11 people who began the enrolled nursing course, 
about eight or nine are still there.  Good luck to them.  However, it seems bizarre, given that everybody 
understands the role that nurses play, not only in hospitals but also in the clinics in the more remote regions of 
our State.  We expect them not to get paid, as apprentices are, but to pay for the privilege of working for and 
devoting time to our community.  It is a disgrace.  I promised to raise the issue tonight during the adjournment 
debate to alert the people of Kalgoorlie to the plight of these student nurses, and to encourage them to dig deep 
into their pockets to help the fundraising effort.  I also raise it to place on record my appreciation of the services 
the nurses provide to our community, and to alert the Chamber to the issue.  Some of the funds from the sale of 
AlintaGas and Westrail freight might be used to consider ways to encourage those professionals - not only the 
doctors but also the nurses we need so badly - into the bush.   

The government-enrolled nurses are made to feel guilty about the need to take maternity or annual leave.  They 
are also made to feel guilty if they do not volunteer to work double shifts at the hospital.  I understand that the 
rate of pay for those nurses is $10 to $12 an hour; agency nurses get more, but not enough to keep them in 
Australia to do the job.  I am concerned about the direction we are taking and the impact on our ability to provide 
nurses in the future.  I place on record my appreciation for the work done by nurses.  I will try to demonstrate to 
the Chamber that although there may be a crisis in nursing in the metropolitan area, that crisis is multiplied a 
hundredfold, if not more, because of the pressures that enrolled nurses are put under in remote areas and the 
work that is expected of them.  It was pointed out to me that some of the legal implications of the work they 
perform are quite horrendous.   

I thank the chairman for his time.  I thank also my colleague, Dianne Mills of Kalgoorlie, for bringing this issue 
to my attention, and the nurses who provide the services that are badly needed in our hospitals. 

St Thomas More, Patron Saint of Politicians - Adjournment Debate 

HON B.M. SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [11.21 pm]:  I raise this matter in this debate tonight because it is 
Melbourne Cup day.   

Several weeks ago I read in a newspaper from the eastern States that politicians around the world were about to 
get their patron saint:  St Thomas More.  I know a little about him but wondered why he would be named as the 
patron saint of politicians.  Tonight I will share with members some research I have done.  I note with interest 
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that St Thomas More, who was the Lord Chancellor of England from 1529 to 1532, was proclaimed the saint of 
politicians on 5 November.  As a child, 5 November was an important day to me as it was Guy Fawkes Day.  
Here is clearly evidence that the Vatican has a sense of humour.  Guy Fawkes Day celebrates the foiling of a plot 
by a group of Catholic conspirators to blow up the Protestant king and the House of Lords at the opening of the 
Parliament.   

St Thomas More was born in London in 1478 and was the son of a prominent judge.  He studied literature at 
Oxford University.  During his life he wrote many works in different genres such as poetry, prose and comedies, 
the most famous of which is Utopia, a satire based on the ideal society.  At the age of 16 he returned to London 
to study law, becoming a barrister at 23.  He had a brief flirtation with monastic life but his desire for 
monasticism was finally overcome by his sense of duty to serve his country in the field of politics - a sentiment 
which I am sure the Leader of the Opposition, Hon Tom Stephens, would share were he present now.  St Thomas 
More entered Parliament in 1504 and married his first wife in the same year.   

One of More’s first acts in Parliament was to urge a decrease in the appropriation for King Henry VII.  The king 
imprisoned More’s father and would not release him until the fine was paid, and More retired from public life.  
After the death of the king, More became active once more.  In 1510 he was appointed one of the two 
undersheriffs of London, in which capacity he gained a reputation for being impartial and a patron of the poor.  
More soon attracted the attention of King Henry VIII, becoming one of his trusted advisers and friends.  He was 
then elevated by King Henry VIII to the Privy Council in 1518 and was knighted in 1521.  In 1523 he was made 
Speaker of the House of Commons, and in that role, I am sure most people in the Chamber would be interested 
to know, he established the parliamentary privilege of free speech.  In 1529 More became the first layman to 
hold the position of Lord Chancellor, but in 1532 he resigned citing ill health.  

The rift between St Thomas More and Henry VIII over the king's stance towards the church had become a little 
too turbulent.  He refused to attend the coronation of Anne Boleyn in 1533 and in April 1534 refused to swear to 
the Act of Succession and the Oath of Supremacy.  He was committed to the Tower of London on 17 April and 
was beheaded the following year on 6 July.   

It is important to note that the claimed title of patron saint of politicians is enhanced further by some of the 
words and phrases that St Thomas More introduced into the written language.  They include “fact”, as in the 
singular lack of or abundance of in bureaucratic reports, depending on the particular method of obstruction, 
which is another Thomas More word they were employing.  Then there is “shuffle”, as in shuffling papers and 
reports between departments on the pretext that “everyone needs to be informed before the meeting” -a classic 
Thomas More phrase.  This all carries on despite the fact that we can “anticipate”, as Thomas More would say, 
that the final answer will be the monosyllabic “no”.  He also coined two phrases “not to see the wood for the 
trees”, and “the tyranny of numbers” which in this House we are often forced to consider.  I guess there was only 
one tyrant in his time.  In short, in throwing down the gauntlet to King Henry, Thomas More became a showcase 
for the principles Australians hold most dear, of the weak standing against the strong in the cause of right; or, to 
put a more Australian tilt on it, he became a true battlers' prince.  I commend St Thomas More to this House as a 
most suitable patron saint for our profession.  God knows we need one! 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 11.27 pm 

__________  

 
 


